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Who is there amongst us who has not much 
to be grateful for? …Does not the voice of 
the natural heart itself cry out that some 
acknowledgement should be made for so 
many benefits, some token of thanks should 
be offered for so many blessings shed with 
so large a hand upon yourselves and upon 
your families. And does not the voice of the 
illuminated intellect proclaim and teach 
that those who possess the substance of this 
world are but the ministers of the benefits of 
God?
All that we have is God’s gift, be it body, or 
soul, or land, or the wealth of this teeming 
world. The leafy woods, the everlasting 
mountains, the pearl at the bottom of the 
sea, the gem hidden in the rock, the metal in 
the mine, the marble in the quarry–all that is 
fair and bright, all precious substances, are 
God’s, and were made by God, and have been 
lavished upon us, to lift us to our Creator, 
whilst they proclaim the beauty and wealth 
of the All-powerful and All-wise.
And if Christ has done so much for us, and 
has poured on us so many benedictions, 
redeemed us with His Blood, fed us with 
His Body, and clothed us with Himself; if He, 
against whom we have so often transgressed, 
has thus visited us, who are sinners, with the 
mightiness of His compassion, what does He 
not expect us to do for the poor and for the 

ignorant, whom He loves above all others in 
the world? Does not a desire rise up within us 
in the midst of our prayers that we offer Him, 
to do something for His honour, and for the 
reparation of our sins: Does not the fullness 
of our heart proclaim within us that as He 
has generously dealt with us, so should we 
deal with the widow, the orphan, and those 
who are in sorrow? Do we not feel a call to 
become the ministers of Christ’s mercy, the 
messengers of Christ’s compassion?
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