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Praise be to you

On care of our common home

Laudato Si’
Laudato Si’ (Praise be to you) is the second 
encyclical1  of Pope Francis, and has the subtitle: 
On care of our common home. In it, the pope 
critiques consumerism and irresponsible 
development, and laments environmental 
degradation and global warming. 
Laudato Si’ is addressed to everyone in the entire 
world, not just Catholics, and not just Christians. 
It challenges all of us in our care and stewardship 
of creation, and calls all people of the world to 
take “swift and unified global action.”

As Good Samaritans we are committed to:
* ecological conversion

* the value of Stewardship

Reflection
The call to ecological conversion challenges us to look again at our attitude towards 
the earth we inhabit. God’s earth cares for us by providing us with everything we need 
for our wellbeing. Our responsibility to care for the earth and for each other comes 
from the call to be stewards of God’s creation. This call to stewardship is made clear 
in Genesis 2:15 when God took humans and put them in the Garden of Eden ‘to till it 
and keep it’. The verbs ‘till’ and ‘keep’ used in this context have overtones of service 
and commitment. They infer part of a duty of care given to us by God to keep the earth 
from harm.
True stewardship, therefore, requires a conversion of heart and a change of attitude. 
The Christian tradition has always placed great value on the virtue of self-control and 
moderation in the use of material goods. As well as promoting an internal spiritual 
and moral freedom, a life less focused on material gain and conspicuous consumption 
would contribute to a more just and sustainable world economy.

1 An encyclical is a letter sent by the pope relating to significant issues of the time



Quotes from Laudato Si’

The entire material universe speaks of God’s love, God’s boundless affection for us. 
Soil, water, mountains: everything is, as it were, a caress of God.

Laudato Si’ #84

* * *

Inner peace is closely related to care for ecology and for the common good, 
because lived out authentically, it is reflected in a balanced lifestyle together with 
a capacity for wonder, which takes us to a deeper understanding of life. Laudato 

Si’ #225

* * *
 

Each year sees the disappearance of thousands of plant and animal species, 
which we will never know, which our children will never see, 

because they have been lost for ever. 
Laudato Si’ #33

* * *

Let us not only keep the poor of the future in mind, but also consider today’s poor, 
whose life on this earth is brief and who cannot keep on waiting. 

Laudato Si’ #162

* * *

Many things have to change course, 
but it is we human beings above all who need to change. 

Laudato Si’ #202

* * *

Reflection and Discussion
Which of the quotes from Laudato Si’ are you most drawn to?
As a Good Samaritan workplace what positive concrete actions can we commit to 
in bringing life to the themes of Laudato Si’?
One person from each group is invited to briefly share their response.



Final Blessing

God, our Creator,
You have given us

the earth,
and the sky and the seas.

Show us the way
to care for the earth,

not just for today
but for ages to come.

Let no plan or work
of ours damage

or destroy
the beauty

of your creation.

Send forth your spirit
to direct us,

to care for the earth
and all creation.

Amen.

The earth is our common home. 
We are intimately interconnected with one another and with all the

life-systems of the planet.

Reflection, Blessing and images adapted from The Cry of the Earth: A Call to Action for Climate Justice, A Pastoral Reflection on Climate Change 
from the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference 2014

Laudato Si’ https://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf


