
Prayer for the Deceased
In the Presence of God
Leader: In the presence of a God whose Word has  
  called the earth and stars into being. 
All:   We stand in awe.

Leader:  In the presence of a God whose arms enfold  
  us. 
All:   We stand in trust.

Leader: In the presence of a God whose breath has  
  stirred within us.
All:   We stand in need.

Leader:  Before you, Giver of Life, we come in faith, in  
  search of love, peace and wholeness.
All:   Be with us, we pray.

From Pope Francis
Among us there is commonly a mistaken way of looking at death. Death affects us all, 
and it questions us in a profound way, especially when it touches us closely, or when it 
takes the little ones, the defenceless, in such a way that it seems “scandalous”. I have 
always been struck by the question: why do children suffer? Why do children die? If 
it is understood as the end of everything, death frightens us, it terrifies us, it becomes 
a threat that shatters every dream, every promise; it severs every relationship and 
interrupts every journey. This happens when we consider our lives as a span of time 
between two poles: birth and death; when we fail to believe in a horizon that extends 
beyond that of the present life; when we live as though God did not exist. 

And so what is the Christian meaning of death? If we look at the most painful moments 
of our lives, when we have lost a loved one — our parents, a brother, a sister, a spouse, 
a child, a friend — we realise that even amid the tragedy of loss, even when torn by 
separation, the conviction arises in the heart that everything cannot be over, that the 
good given and received has not been pointless. There is a powerful instinct within 
us which tells us that our lives do not end with death. This thirst for life found its true 
and reliable answer in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ1.  

All are invited to write the names of  deceased loved ones on a card and place it in the basket

Leader: Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon  
  them.
All:   May they rest in peace. Amen.
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Intercessions
We turn to our God in hope and trust:

Reader: That the Christian message of consolation  
  and hope may strengthen us all as we   
  experience death among us. We pray:
All:   Hear us, O God.

Reader: That those who have died through acts of  
  violence and war may now    
                         know true peace We pray:
All:  Hear us, O God.

Reader: For all those who have died, especially our  
  Sisters of the Good Samaritan, members of  
  our families and our friends. We pray: 
All:  Hear us, O God.

Reader:  For those who mourn, that they shall be  
  comforted. We pray:
All:  Hear us, O God.
 

Our Father
 

Final Prayer 
Reader:  May God support us all the day long, 
  till the shades lengthen and the evening comes, 
  and the busy world is hushed, 
  and the fever of life is over, 
  and our work is done. 
  Then in mercy may God give us a safe lodging, 
  and a holy rest and peace at the last2. 

Blessing
All:  May the God of all consolation
  bless us and bring us comfort and peace 
  all the days of our lives. Amen 

1  Pope Francis 27.11.13 General Audience St Peter’s Square Catechism on “Dying in Christ”

2 John Henry Newman

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&id=43F36BBB8BE241FE7886039A4466C60A5FFE6D1D&thid=OIP.zn6zb5NprcbFZ8R0B32XCAHaEo&mediaurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.desktopwallpapers4.me%2Fwallpapers%2Fabstract%2F1280x800%2F1%2F5244-purple-waves-swirls-and-circles-1280x800-abstract-wallpaper.jpg&exph=800&expw=1280&q=prrple+swiliny+light+images&selectedindex=75&ajaxhist=0&vt=0&ccid=zn6zb5Np&simid=607996037849026426&sim=11

