Saint Thomas Nishi
28 September

Martyr of Japan
Blessed be you our God, for Saint Thomas Nishi
and for all who gave their lives for you.

Saint Thomas Nishi
Thomas Nishi was born at Ikitsuki in Hirado in 1590. Gaspar Nishi(his father) was the
feudal lord’s chief retainer. His lord was exiled because of his faith. So Gasper Nishi
lost a local administrator’s position. As he did not want to abandon his faith, he, his
wife and their eldest son were martyred in the village. The place was called
crossroad of Cruz, people called it holy land in Ikitsuki.
Thomas Nishi was a gentle person, working as a missioner, with strong influence
among the people. Around 1620, he went to Manila, in order to become a priest. He
encountered Dominican group and joined it (1624). He was ordained as the first
Japanese priest in the Dominican group (1626). In 1629, he sneaked back into
Nagasaki, visiting deserted or hidden Christians, offering mass among the Christian
community, offering sacraments and experiencing hardship. Fr Jordano his friend
became sick through overwork, and Thomas Nishi visited and cared him, at
Mizunoura. At this place, he was arrested and taken to Nagasaki. He was forced to
endure heavy torture, but he did not give up his faith. He received the crown of
Martyrdom.
When he was forced to arrive at the execution ground in Nishizaka, he kissed the
ground and said the Creed. He was hanged up-side down in the pit. He was 44
years old. He was beatified in the Philippines and canonized in 1981.
The characteristic of his group: While Christianity was forbidden, the Japanese
government was afraid of Christianty with power. So suppression of religion led to
the physical hardship of hunger, coldness in winter and ostracism. In spite of these
hardships, they have a strong relationship to God, encouraging the Christian
community and evangelizing each other.

